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Running Head: SHORTENED TITLE ALL IN CAPS

Here you should putthelongtitle, which typically indudes theindgyendent and
dependent variable and the popuktion (subject)
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Abdract
First of all, amanuscript is suppo®d to look like a manuscript and not like the
published version of the pgper. The Abgract islike a brief, condse summary of the
entire pgper (180-200words). At the very minimum it should contain onesentence
for each of the main sectionsof the pgper (Introdudion, Method, Results, and
Discussion). Note tha the Abgract beginson a new page and has the heading
QAbsractO There is oneblodk of text (paragraph) only, and it is notindented. By
theway, throughoutthe pgper, doubk-space lines and use only onefonttype, one
fontsize, and only either undelineor italics (do not mix) as appropriate for certain

headings for selected wordsto be emphasized, or for some key terms.

Keywords Pigeon, key peck, stimuluscontrol, respong rate, extinction, attention.

[For “Keywords”, specify up to about ten words that
capture the essence of your specific experiment. In the
remainder of this manuscript, comments in brackets and
in special font -- like the one you are reading here --
are simply my comments and are not to be included in
your manuscript.]
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Note tha the Introduction does not have a heading OntrodudionO Simply
start with thetext. All paragraphsare indented from now on. In the Introdudion,
you want to provide backgroundinformation to the reader and explain why you
conduded this experiment and wha knowledgehas been accumulated by other
researchers aready. Even thoughyou would probably not state verbaim My
aternaive hypahesisis E, my null hypohesisis EO, you do want to make clear
what your hypohesisis. Thehypohesisis the statement to betested by your
experiment, thusthereal reason for having conduded the experiment in thefirst
place.

Y ou need to indudecitationsin your Introduction (and also in your
Discussion later). In other words, give credit to the researchers that have published
experiments already tha deal with thetopic of your study. If thecitation lists one
authoronly (and is outside of parentheses), write: Qones (1999 argued that
increased amounts of foodresult in increased response rates.O[In your APA
paper, you do not use quotes for your citations. I just
included them here to make clear which statement I am
introducing.] If two authors are listed (and the citation appears outside of the
parentheses), write: QJones and Smith (1999) showed that pigeonshave excellent
color vision OIf three or more authors (and outside of parentheses), write: Qlones,

Smith, and Doe (1968 foundincreased attention span with ingestion of Vitamin
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CQ when you cite this study for thefirst time. On later occasions when you refer
back to the same study, write: Qlones et al. (1968 also foundthat attention span
dependson ageOTheweird Gt al.Ois an abbreviation for Get alteresOin Latin,
meaning Gind othersO

For citationstha appear within parentheses, do exactly the same as above
but use the & Osymbol instead of GandO For example: Many authors foundtha a
Vitamin C supplement in pigeongXood resulted in increased response rates (e.q.,
Jones, 1998;Jones & Smith, 1999;Jones et al., 1968)O

Method

Subjects

One White Carneau pigeon served in the experiment. It was maintained at its
80%ad lib. weight Grit and water were available at all timesin thehome cage.
Etc. E Note all headingsof the Method section. Note also that the Method section
continues right after the Introdudion. There is no page break. Do notskip aline
Just continuewith thetext. In studies with human subjects, the heading
CParticipantsOis preferred over GubjectsQ If you use more than onepigeon, it@
CoubjectsO(plural). If you write up a study aboutonepigeon only, it@ CBubjectO
(singular). If your subjects or paticipants have specific characteristics tha may be
responsble for certain outcomes, you would indudedetails of subject

characteristics in this section. For example, if you use pigeonswith extengve
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experimental history (i.e., they are notexpaimentally nasve), then you might want
to mention this prior history. For example, QAll pigeons had prior experience with
conaurrent-chains schedules and were exposed to a variety of visud stimuli.OOr, if
you are writing aboutchildren with autism, you should report the children®
individud characteristics such as language skill, aggression towards others, self-
injuriousbehavior, funaioning level, scores of standad tests, etc.

Appaatus

Continuewith thetext. Thereis no page break. Obvioudy, this section stays
thesame, if you use the same Appaatus. For different types of studies, this needs
to be adjusted accordingly. Sometimes, the Method section mightindude
alternaive subhedings instead of OAppaatusQ For example, Btimulus Material O
or GsettingOmight be used, if appropriate. Physical measurements are donein
metric system (e.g., centimeter = cm; gram = g; secondsand milliseconds= sand
ms). Oneinch equds 2.54 cm and there are 453 g in oneUS pound(jud to give
you a roughreference for the measurement units).

Describethe actud experimental chambers (endosures), the condtioning
chambers (GBkinner boxGis a term you should not use!), the arrangement and
locationsof the keys, the dimensonsof the access hole to food, the material of the
walls of the conditioning chamber, the computer setup tha you used to present and

record the child@ responses, etc. Do notindudeirrelevant detail if you can
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reasonably assume tha this detail has no bearing on the experimental results. The
key size or location, for example, matters, as does the color or shgpe of the
discriminative stimulus. The color of thefloortiles or thedimendonsof thetable
tha holdsthe experimental chamber are probably completely irrelevant, asis the
booth number or the exact modd of the computer that runsthe chambers. (GPC
compatibleQis sufficient.)
Procedure

Here you simply give atechnical description of what the experimental
procedure was. How and when were the stimuli presented? When were reinforcers
ddivered? How much time was scheduled to elapse between experimental events?
Was thehouslight on or not, and at what times? How longdid a session last? How
many trials (or reinforcers or time) were scheduled. What determined whether a
session was completed? If you refer to specific schedules of reinforcement, you
need to write outthe name first (e.g., Qrariable interval 10-s scheduleQ).
Afterwards, you should use only abbreviations(e.g., O/1 10-s scheduleOE) .
Careful, VI and Fl schedules always need a unit of measurement, that is, OsOor Q
minO FR and VR schedules do not have a unit of measurement, that is, you might
write O/R 100) Then you have to define each schedule, even if you assume that

your reader (Ploog,for example) knows what a DRL 3-s scheduleis.
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Results

Agan, jug continuetyping for the Results section, with the heading
(ResultsOon anew line, centered. No pagebreak (it just happened to be a page
break in this manuscript because you should not have (ResultsOas thelast line of
the previouspage). Do not skip lines. Do not undeline, or use bold, or use caps
The Results section indudes only a detailed description of the obtained data. No
interpretation or speculation. Say thingslike QUnde the VR 10 schedule, the
respons rates increased from 125 resp/min to 25.8 resp/min.ODo not say things
like OThe pigeon got excited and respondel more, because it was looking forward
to thefood Oln thetext, you give the verba description. Then you need to indude
figuresin your pgper, tha is, graphical representationsof thedaa. Do not paste the
figure into your text. Attach theart work of your figures, withouta figure caption
(tha@ a separate page), to the very end of your manucript. Y ou need to produce
your figures with a graphics program. If necessary, get hdp from classmates or
from CSI resources. | use nongandad graphics programs, so | can®hep you with,
say, Excell. Crooked lines, sloppiness, pendl notes, and hand-writing is not

acceptable. Do notever use color or 3-D presentationsfor your figures.
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Indicate within your text only where youwould like the figure induded,
onae your paoer gets published. Indicate the location exactly as shown above (or at
another place, if you prefer), with these words and these dotted lines. Note tha no
linewas skippdad. All text is always doublk-spaced. When you give theingruction
to thetypesetter to insert afigure (as| jus did), you need to refer to it in your text.
Do notjud stick the figure in somewhere and hopetha thereader will undestand
wha the figure means or hgppensto look at it. If in doubt overexplainOthings It
can be edited outlater. (Easy reading makes the reader feel goodabouthim- or
herself. QAh, | undestand this stuff easily, but others maybe don€) therefore so
much detail is induded here! ODifficult reading, on the other hand, makes the
reader feel irritated. O have noideawha the heck this person s talking about
Makes me feel stupid!Q Let a nonpsychology person read your manuscript and
tell you whether it@ undestandable. Y ou need enoughdetail to make it
undestandable for alay audience! For example, you might want to write
something like GFigure 1 shows the relative respons rates for four pigeonsunde
ConditionsA, B, and C. Open circles depict data of the pigeonsof the feature-
pogtive group,whereas filled circles show daa of the feature-negative group.
Respong rates were calculated by adding all responses within atrial and dividing

this sum by thetrial duration (in minutes).O
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Agan, Results only indudes a straightforward description, by verbd and
graphical means, of thefindings Use plain and simple languaye. Try to first
summarize general paterns(e.g., Orheresponse rates were lower for al birds
unde extinction than when either of the reinforcement schedules was in effect.Q
Then pick out exceptions highlight important aspects of the data tha might be
overlooked with only your general description (e.g., GGenerally, the effect on
responge rates hdd truefor all birds, except for WH74. For this bird, theresponse
rates remained entirely unafected.Q Things that are truly obvious except if related
to the core issue of the study, may beomitted.

| can®emphasize this enough.The entire paper should be written in past
tense, because when you report the daa, the experiment was completed. There are
very few exceptionswhen present tense is acceptable. For example, if you make a
statement that generally holdstrue (e.g., O\ VR 10 schedule ddivers areinforcer
according to EO), which typically would be in the Method section or Discussion
section, maybein the Introdudion but almost never in Results.

Further note: ataOis a plural word. Y ouwould never write ata is
[wrong!] presentedQ for example, even thoughmany established researchers do
make this mistake. Y ou should not make this mistake. Theword QlaaOis plural.

Y ou should write ata are [correct ! ] presentedO Similarly, GtimulusOis
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singular, while theword GtimuliOis plural. Therefore, it@ Orhe discriminative
stimulus was presentedObutit@ Orhetest stimuli were presentedO
Discussion

Jug continuetyping for the Discussion. No page break. Do not skip any
lines. The heading DiscussionGi's onanew ling, centered, not bold. Often the
Discussionis started by avery brief summary of the most important findingstha
are going to beinterpreted and discussed in the Discussion section. For example, if
your purpose of having conduded the experiment was to show whether atoken
econory improves self-help skills, then you might start your Discussion with On
the present study, the group tha received tokensimproved thear self-hdp skills
wheress the groupthat received praise only did notOOnce thisis stated agan, you
can begin your Discussion. For example, address theissue whether you think that
these results could have been obtained differently, too. Are there alternaive
explanaions? Have other researchers foundthe same outcome? Why?Why not?
Who foundwha?

In the Discussion you need to cite other researchersOwork, too, just asin the
Introdudion. The same formatting rules apply, as were discussed at length in the
Introdudion. Use plenty citations Every thoughtthat is notyours should be
referenced. To continue throughwith the example above, you mightwant to write

something like Qlones et al. (1968)demondrated an improvement in self-hdp
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skills when only praise but no tokenswere used. This seems incongstent with the
present findings. However, Jones et a. (1968)did not compare the use of praise
with the use of tokens Note tha in the present study, praise also resulted in a
moderate improvement butit was significantly less than the effect attributed to
tokens Uponcloser ingoection, the improvement foundby Jones et al. (1968)and
the improvement seen in the present study are comparable in effect size but simply
not as pronouned as the effect dueto tokenstha was demondrated in the present
study O

In geneal, agan, thetense of your writing should be past tense throughout
because by the time you write up your pgper, thework is completed. There are a
few exceptions when you need to use present tense. Agan, if you make statements
tha hold universal or general truth, use present tense. For example,
(Reinforcement has the effect of strengthening aresponse [not had].OO0r: OA
fixed-interval scheduleis[not was] aschedule, which makes[not made] a
reinforcer available for thefirst responge that occurs [not occurred] after the
specified interval elapsed [in this case past tense because in
all instances the reinforcer was delivered after the
time interval had elapsed].O

Never (notin the Introdudion or Discussion) ever say something like On

1998,Andrew Baker at the University of California at Los Angdes discovered tha
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EOQ. Theprope format for citationis: Baker (1998)discovered that EO. The
complete reference informationis given in a subsequent section with the heading

ReferencesQ
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Author@ Note

Use anew page(i.e., page break). Heading is centered, but not undelined.
In this brief section -- after a page break, start new page-- you provide an address
for correspondence. If you have a grant tha funded your research, you need to give
credit to the granting agency (e.g., Nationd Inditute of Health, Nationd Science
Founddion, or Cure Autism Now Founddion) and provide the grant nunber (e.g.,
NIMH #7503400-32). Y ou may also thank variouspeople for having hdped you
with completion of this study. For example, a colleaguemay have read over an
earlier version of your manuscript, which was perhaps very hdpful for you. (1t@
generally agoodides, by theway, to let someoneread your pgper before sending it

in for publication E or before giving it to me for grading).
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[Start a new page (page break) for “References”. List
all cited work here in alphabetical order of the first
author’s last name. Observe the format as follows:
Punctuation, underline/italics, order of included
information, caps, name initials, spaces, initials
instead of spelled-out first names, etc. Note, the “12”
(in Jones, 1999) is a volume number and is also
underlined. No issue number is included. No “pp.” is
included before the page numbers 233-254. Note further
that the format differs for books, edited books, and
journal articles. No page numbers are included for
books, for example. You can open Domjan (2003) on p.
403 and see examples of the formatting for the
different sources. NEVER misspell an author’s name.
It’s rude. Do not refer to the author by spelled-out
first name and last name. Always give credit to whoever
deserves credit for a particular thought, idea, or
finding.]
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'llj'aléle 1. Response rates for both conditionsand number of reinforcers for each
olira.

Response Rate (resp/min) Number of Reinforcers
Pigeon Condiion A Condtion B
WH 74 123 538 24
WH 78 231 334 25
YE 23 100 319 22

[If you want to insert a table, it has to go before the
Figure Captions page. You need to insert the phrase
“Insert Table 1 about here” in the Results section
(similar to what you need to do for Figures). You can
use “Insert Table” of Microsoft Word but you have to be
careful to “hide” vertical lines.]
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Figure Captions
Figure 1. Activity level as afundion of amountof Ritalin in boys(filled
circles) and girls (open circles). Activity level was calculated as percent of 1-min
intervals with an occurrence of running, jumping, or flailing arms.
Figure 2. Respons latendies as a fundion of Amountof Vitamin. E

Figure 3. Etc. E

[Start a new page (page break) for this section. Even
though each figure is presented on a separate sheet of
paper, you present the figure captions for all figures
on one page. Each figure deserves a caption. The first
sentence of each figure caption does not have to be a
grammatically complete sentence. It’s the only place in
the entire manuscript where you do not have to use
complete sentences. Each sentence in the Abstract,
Introduction, Method, Results, and Discussion has to be
complete, however.]

[The next page represents one of your figures. For more
than one figure, you need to attach one sheet per
figure. Note that only the art work goes on this page.
Note that a figure should use as little ink as possible
and should be clear and compact. Look through published
articles to develop a feel for how to draw the many
figures that may be appropriate for your experiment. Do
not use 3-D figures, color, or thick solid black areas
for any figure. Make the figure as plain as possible.
It’1l]l be much easier to read. Excessive labels often
confuse rather than clarify.]

[Revised on Augug 13,2008]
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