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What is the Institutional Review Board?
The Institutional Review Board (IRB) at CSI is one of CUNY’s 21 IRB’s. It is the responsibility of the IRB to oversee the protection of the rights and welfare of all human subjects in research projects conducted at CSI as well as research projects conducted by CSI faculty, staff, students, and administrators. These oversight responsibilities include: monitoring compliance of any ongoing research involving human subjects with federal, state and university regulations; monitoring University compliance with the same regulations and laws; and leading educational efforts CSI-wide regarding human subjects protections.
What to expect from this newsletter?

Each month, during the academic year, the IRB will produce a newsletter that includes recent research related events, IRB news headlines, and a spotlight on a particular IRB topic. We are doing this in an effort to reach out to the college community and cultivate a better understanding of what the IRB is all about. 

Have any questions or ideas? 

Contact Angela Cartmell, with questions or topics that you would like to see addressed in this newsletter. Angela’s contact information is Cartmell@mail.csi.cuny.edu or 718-982-3867. 

What you need to know…
The 8th Annual Undergraduate Research Conference


The CSI Undergraduate Conference on Research, Scholarship, and Performance has been scheduled for Thursday, April 30, 2009 from 1:30pm to 4:00pm in the Center for the Arts. If you have a student who plans to do research and present it at this conference, and that research involves collection and/or use of data from human subjects (e.g., surveys, oral interviews, videotaping, secondary data sources), your students must obtain IRB approval before their research may begin. Contact: Angela Cartmell,   Cartmell@mail.csi.cuny.edu or 718-982-3867.
The Research Determination Form; A researcher’s best friend
Not sure if your research is considered human subjects research? Fill out a Research Determination form. This form will allow you to give the CSI IRB the information it needs to determine if your study is in fact human subjects research. If the board finds that your study is not human subjects research, a letter will be issued to that effect. This letter will provide the researcher with the documentation needed should questions about the study ever arise. If the IRB determines that the study is in fact human subjects research, instructions will be provided as to the next steps to take in order to seek IRB approval. Forms can be found at: http://www.library.csi.cuny.edu/~irb/forms.php


Required CITI Training

CITI (Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative) is a required web-based training to be taken by all CUNY researchers and key personnel involved in human subjects research.

To complete your training, visit: http://web.cuny.edu/research/human-subjects-research/citi-training.html 
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Spring 2009 IRB Meetings and
 Deadlines



IRB review meetings will be held at 1:30pm, Room TBA, on the following dates:
· Wednesday, February 4, 2009 (Application submission deadline 01/21/2009) 

· Wednesday, March 4, 2009 (Application submission deadline 02/18/2009) 

· Wednesday, April 1, 2009 (Application submission deadline 03/18/2009) 

· Wednesday, May 6, 2009 (Application submission deadline 04/22/2009)

Applications to be considered for Full Board Review must be submitted to 6S-137 two weeks prior to the scheduled meeting.

Recent IRB Headlines

The New York Times recently posted a piece on the elderly being excluded from cancer research. According to the positing, while 60% of cancer diagnoses are in adults over age 65, it is approximated that only one in four of those over age 65 participate in clinical studies. This fact leaves us with little knowledge of how these studies could benefit older adults. For more on this topic, visit IRB Forum (http://www.irbforum.org/forum/read/2/176/176) 

As reported recently in The Washington Post, the National Institute of Health (NIH) launched an Internet site that will act as an educational resource for parents regarding medical research in children. The site, Children and Clinical Studies (http://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/childrenandclinicalstudies/index.php), includes links to information and videos regarding “Importance of Research in Kids”, “Getting Started in a Study”, “Once in a Study”, and “Resources”. The site also explains the process and importance of an institutional review board, how IRBs monitor studies for safety, important terms to know, and rights of the child and the family. This is a useful site for anyone interested in conducting human subjects research with children, or considering entering a family member into a study. For the entire Washington Post article, visit: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/15/AR2008101501539.html 


IRB Events

PIRM&R

CUNY’s Executive Director for Research Conduct, Patricia MacCubbin, recently worked on the planning committee for PRIM&R’s 2008 Advancing Ethical Research Conference in Orlando, Florida. Ms. MacCubbin also acted as a moderator and presenter at the conference. PRIM&R (Public Responsibility in Medicine and Research) is an organization that is dedicated to advancing ethical research conduct. They provide numerous educational opportunities throughout the year, relating to various research topics, including human and animal research. For more information on PRIM&R visit: http://www.primr.org/. 
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Want Introductory IRB Training or Topic Specific Training?

The CSI IRB staff and/or members are available to provide group or individual training, concise or comprehensive, depending on your needs. Contact: Angela Cartmell,   Cartmell@mail.csi.cuny.edu or 718-982-3867.

Additional Information:
Searching for Funding for your Research? Contact: The office of Sponsored Programs and Research, 718-982-2254.

Looking for IRB forms? Visit: http://www.library.csi.cuny.edu/~irb/forms.php
Need IACUC information? Contact 718-982-3867 or IACUC@mail.csi.cuny.edu 

To Receive this email Directly from the IRB office, send your email address to: Angela Cartmell,   Cartmell@mail.csi.cuny.edu
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The College of Staten Island Institutional Review Board’s staff and members wish you a happy and healthy holiday season. We look forward to working with you in the new year!
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